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Background 
 
The climate crisis is a race against time 
The climate crisis is a major survival threat for humanity. We have scientific proof that are primarily due 
to anthropogenic activity – our greenhouse gas emissions. What makes the issue so menacing are the 
complex reactions of the Earth’s natural system, the so-called feedback loops, such as the melting of 
methane-loaded permafrost, the “albedo effect” of receding Arctic ice-sheets or the disruption of major 
oceanic circulation streams. These feedback loops greatly amplify the initial human-caused warming, 
causing the temperatures to rise uncontrollably faster. Scientists, therefore, established several major 
tipping points, which represent the temperature rise needed to trigger these dangerous feedback loops. 
That is why, in 2015, the Paris Agreement set the goal of limiting the temperature rise to below 2°C. The 
catastrophic scenarios of what would happen next include tens to hundreds of millions of people dying, 
the majority of Earth’s population displaced and malnourished, deep economic crises and irreversible 
damage to natural ecosystems. We’re losing the race against time, so every extra minute we can gain is 
crucial. 
  
Hope sparked by children 
In 2007, in a small town in Bavaria, Germany, 9-year-old Felix Finkbeiner was preparing a small 
presentation about the climate crisis. He was shocked when he read about the dangers facing the future 
of his planet. He read about a woman from Kenya, Wangari Maathai, who planted over 30 million trees 
with other women in Africa to fight global warming. Felix knew that trees consume CO2 for their growth 
and thus reduce the greenhouse effect. So, at the end of his presentation, he called on his classmates to 
plant trees and educate others to do the same. As such, he founded the organisation Plant-for-the-
Planet. 
  
Plant-for-the-Planet grew thanks to some amazing young Ambassadors, including Felix rapidly, and soon 
spoke at the UN headquarters in New York, calling on adults to plant trees and reduce CO2 emissions. 
Children from all around the world joined the initiative. Together with the UN, they inspired the 
planting of over 13 billion trees. At that point, the now-older Ambassadors of Plant-for-the-Planet asked 
the scientists: How many more trees can we plant? And will it make a real impact? Scientists from ETH 
Zurich and Yale University launched a massive global research project. They concluded that we currently 
have 3 trillion trees on our planet from the original 6 trillion before human civilisation (we destroyed 
half of them!). The optimistic finding of the study? We have space on Earth to restore 1 trillion trees that 



would absorb ¼ of human-made CO2 emissions, mitigating the climate crisis so much that we could get 
up to 2 more decades of time before the threatening tipping points are reached. That’s two more 
decades to save our future, thanks to trees. That’s hope. 
  
The initiative to plant 1 trillion trees 
Plant-for-the-Planet took the initiative and launched the Trillion Tree Campaign, aiming to bring 
everyone together and make 1 trillion trees possible. Many of these trees need to be planted in the 
countries of the Global South. There, in the tropics, trees grow incredibly fast and consume large 
amounts of CO2. They also present a way for developing countries to reduce poverty and spark 
sustainable growth. As such, trees help to achieve justice for those communities that are least 
responsible and most impacted by the climate crisis. 
  
In the land of cocoa on the Yucatán Peninsula in Mexico, Plant-for-the-Planet launched their own tree-
planting project, proving that quality reforestation is possible and can have a great impact, planting at 
just €1 per tree with their corporate partners, the trees have survival rates of around 90%, grow fast 
and are estimated to consume a minimum of 200kg of CO2 in just the first 20 years. The planting site 
employs over 100 locals, giving them above-average wages and putting reforestation in the hands of the 
local communities. The initiative hopes to plant up to 100 million trees in Yucatán, and many companies 
and individuals are helping them do so. However, Mexico is not enough. Trillion trees require the 
combined efforts of organisations all over the world. 
  
So, to make 1 trillion trees possible, the Plant-for-the-Planet Ambassadors developed the Plant-for-the-
Planet App. It is the first-ever tool to bring global reforestation efforts under one roof and allow easy 
and transparent reforestation in the Global South. Launching the App on mobile in 2019 and as a web 
platform in 2020, Plant-for-the-Planet hopes to bring together businesses and the wide public to 
fundraise the reforestation of 1 trillion trees and monitor our progress along the way. 
  
GLOBAL MISSION (SUMMARY) 
We are enabling the world to plant trees to mitigate the climate crisis and achieve climate justice for the 
Global South. We want to make reforestation easy, accessible, and transparent to everyone – to 
businesses and the wider public, but also governments and other organisations. Motivating others, we 
are mobilising for the most ambitious reforestation project ever. We are doing that using the Plant-for-
the-Planet App, an open-source web and mobile fundraising platform. 
  
GLOBAL GOAL (SUMMARY) 
We strive to bring everyone together to plant 1 trillion trees before 2030 so that we could get up to two 
decades of extra time before climate tipping points are reached. We want businesses to plant 1,000 trees 
per employee until 2030 and every individual to plant 1000 trees – if only 10% of businesses and 
individuals take part, we will have planted 1 trillion trees. 
  
PLANT-FOR-THE-PLANET IN THE CZECH REPUBLIC 
In 2013, aged 14, Šimon from Ostrava was inspired by Felix and decided to bring Plant-for-the-Planet to 
Czechia. He started to organise educational events for children in the city, eventually empowering over 
500 Ambassadors in the region. With the global goal of trillion trees established, Šimon knew that 
empowering children is not enough, and for a real impact, businesses and the public all over the country 
must take part in restoring the Earth’s forests. Together with Michal Horáček, whom he met during his 
2018 presidential campaign, they established the Plant-for-the-Planet Czech Republic Foundation and set 
out on a journey to make Czechia a big part of the global initiative.  
  
Yet, the Czech Republic is very focused on local climate adaptation, disregarding our global 
responsibility. So, the mission in the Czech Republic is not just planting trees but also to raise global 



 

consciousness in the country and the awareness of the global character of the climate crisis. Plant-for-
the-Planet wants to show Czechs that local initiatives are not enough in the long-term, and if we truly 
want to save ourselves, we need to approach climate change mitigation from a global perspective and 
look for the most effective solutions – a big one of them being the Global South reforestation. They 
believe that it is possible for the Czech Republic to contribute 10 billion trees to the 1 trillion goal before 
2030, so that is the ambitious goal of the Czech Plant-for-the-Planet. 
  
UNIQUE APPROACH 
Plant-for-the-Planet is, together with the UN, the only globally spanning initiative that aims at bringing 
together reforestation efforts worldwide for one joint purpose. We developed the first-ever tool that 
makes tree-planting easy, fun, transparent and accessible – our App. In the Czech Republic, we stand out 
amongst reforestation organisations by putting the mitigation of our climate crisis first – we ask 
businesses and individuals to plant trees not here in Czechia (where trees are expensive and consume 
CO2 slowly) but in the Global South, where trees absorb CO2 quickly, cheaply and with other socio-
economic benefits. 
  
Challenge  
To make Czech businesses and the wider public interested in mitigating the climate crisis and 
help achieve climate justice by planting trees worldwide, especially in the tropics. To break the 
barrier of current Czech business executives’ mindsets that prevent them from being truly 
environmentally responsible and making global impacts. To make big companies and their 
customers in Czechia use the Plant-for-the-Planet App, plant trees with it and mobilise the 
public to plant even more, sparking a positive nationwide chain reaction.  
  
Target audience 
Large Czech companies and their customers:  
• ideally those working internationally and having big outreach 
• however, not those with high CO2 emissions and bad environmental reputation (we don’t support 
greenwashing) 
  
The wider Czech public: 
• Individuals who want to take an active part by motivating others to plant trees using our App 
• Celebrities, influencers & youth 
  
Campaign Objective 
Attract high-level companies to become partners with Plant-for-the-Planet 
• Make the companies contribute to our initiative and use our Plant-for-the-Planet App to set ambitious 
goals, plant trees and motivate employees and customers to plant with them 
• Make companies plant trees with us as part of their product marketing: e.g., one tree per 
product/climate neutrality, etc.  
 
Establish a base of strong public supporters of our cause 
• Have youth and well-known individuals spread the message of global reforestation as a strong tool to 
fight the climate crisis as well as the climate crisis being a global issue that requires global solutions 
• Have them invite the wider public to take part by planting trees with our App 
  
Key message 
The climate crisis is a race with time, and we are losing it. To prevent dangerous temperature rise, we 
need to get more time to reduce our emissions. Planting 1 trillion trees can give us up to 2 more decades 
before the 2°C limit is reached, enabling us to stop the climate crisis in time. Businesses have the highest 



potential to make this happen, they can set their own tree-planting ambitions, activate their customers 
and audiences and make tree-planting part of their PR, if they cooperate with us.  
 
Tone of voice 
Optimistic & inspiring. We don’t want to build our campaigns on fear and alarmism. Although we 
should stress the importance of the issue, we want to lead our cause with optimism and hope – hope 
that planting 1 trillion trees is possible and can have a massive impact on the climate crisis (as well as the 
poverty crisis and the biodiversity crisis).  
  
KPIs 
Tree-planting targets set by companies with the Plant-for-the-Planet App: 
Currently globally: hundreds of million trees (e.g., Salesforce = 100 million trees) 
Currently Czechia: in lesser thousands 
Target Czechia: hundreds of million trees   
 
Trees planted in total with the Plant-for-the-Planet App by companies and wide public by 
2030: 
Currently globally: over 60 million trees 
Currently Czechia: in lesser thousands 
Target Czechia: 10 billion trees   
  
Users on the Plant-for-the-Planet App 
Currently globally: 44.000+ 
Currently Czechia: probably in lesser hundreds 
Target Czechia: 100,000+ within 3 years   
  
Active youth & celebrity Ambassadors  
Currently Czechia: 10 active youth Ambassadors 
Target Czechia: 100+ active celebrity and youth Ambassadors within three years 
  
Public engagement on social media 
Currently Czechia: 500 followers on Instagram + 500 followers on Facebook 
Target Czechia: 50.000 followers on Instagram + 5.000 followers on Facebook within three years 
(optional: LinkedIn followers) 
  
Other useful links: 
Plant-for-the-Planet App: Web platform + mobile App (Android and iOS App stores) 
Website (more about our story, international campaigns, products, partnerships & activities) 
Place where confidence grows PROMO VIDEO + YouTube channel with more videos 
TED Talk of Felix (Founder of Plant-for-the-Planet Globally) 
Interview with Šimon (Founder of Plant-for-the-Planet in Czechia) on Czech Radio 
 
Instagram CZ / Instagram Global 
Google Drive folder with materials and photos (includes one-pager on the App, on our corporate 
partnerships, presentations etc.) 
Examples of recent corporate partnerships: Salesforce, LaCoqueta, SAT1 


